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Acrnlk This National Teidcxe l as msny

volunteer canvn sers and they are Generally honest
and falthfe hut persons who confldc their subscrip
tions to them must be- - tlielr own Juilpcs of their
rwponilbility The paper will bo only on the
receipt of the rubscrlpllon price
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chinced as ortcn cs desired but each subscribe
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MRaisers Notice
Owing to an advance in tho price of

china we are obliged to ask 175 in-

stead

¬

of SI added money on future or-

ders

¬

for the 56 pieco tea set and 275
in place of 2 added money on all fu-

ture

¬

orders for the S4 piece dinner set

The size of the club remains the same

namely 10

See complete premium list page 5

In this connection we may add that
watches are also going up and we

may be obliged soon to increase the size

of clubs for watches

Club raLcrs are thus warned in time

GUESSING CONTEST

On the first page this week 3s set fortli

the full particulars of a guessing contest

No one should be out of it It 13 what cur

Western friends call a cinch To aid

our club raisers to make their guesses we

publish the receipts of the U S Treasury

for the last week which is a fair example

Monday of last week was New Years and

hence the Treasury was closed

Thereceipts for Tuesday were 212 1045

for Wednesday were 51030030 Thursday

1331812 Friday S2200751 Saturday

1990218

TO INVKSTIGVTK THK COHMISSIONEK
On Monday Representative Curtis of

Kansas introduced a resolution to appoint
a select committee all to be Union veter-

ans
¬

to investigate the methods of trans-
acting

¬

business in the Pension Bureau and
for other purposes It was referred to the
Committee on Rules

THE Boer war has popularized another
American idea in Euopean armies that
of mounted infantry Germany France
and Russia axe going in strong for this
feature of an army They had better
6end down to Johnsonville Tenn for Gen
John T Wilder to give them some points
out of his abundant ideas and experience
None of them will probably get tip anything
to approach his old Lightning Brigade

THE Panama Commission was a shrewd
device of the Pacific Railroads lobby tostave
off action on Uie Nicaragua Canal Bor-

rowing
¬

the idea Mr Evans devised the
Pension Codification Commission to stave

fX tho Giand Army until after the Presi ¬

dential election

THE Spanish immigration to Cuba is
Increasing We should prefer to hear that
Germans Irish Dutch or Scandinavians
were recognizing the islands great possi
bilities and flocking thither to develop
them Spaniards are very poor country
builders

IF necessary said Mr Roberts of
lJtah I could call attention to 10000
ovils which threaten the country more
than polygamy in Utah Very likely
We shall take them up one by one as they
become flagrantly obtrusive Just now
Sowever Utah polygamy is flagrantly
obtrusive and we propose tosctte it

CHAIRMAN Tayleu worked in a fine
legal point on Mr Roberts of Utah which
threatens to trouble that gentleman It is
that a married mans status or condition of
marriage accompanies him wherever he
goes no matter what the laws there may
be The stringent Edmunds law is in full
force in the District of Coumbia Roberts
brings his condition of triplicate marriage
with him into the District and no matter
how tho ltws of Utah may regard those
marriages the Edmunds law prevails while
he is In tho District and any attempt to
exercise official functions will expose him
t ugly consequences

The treatment of widows by the Pen-
sion

¬

Bureau Ls simply indefensible No
matter how long tho dead husband may
have been a pensioner no matter how well
all the facts of his service and disabilities
may be known the widow must prove them
all up again and must also provo no previ-
ous

¬

marriage by either parly though their
marriage may have taken place a half
century before Then comes the merciless
Inquisition into her character and the
money she may have received from any
other source

The Boers killed off the niggers and
grabbed their lands and now they com-
plain

¬

that the British are trying to kill
them oil and grab their gold fields

HOSTILE SIISCONSTntJCTION
The GAR National PensionCommittee

has deserved fat better success than it has
yet achieved in its labors for the veterans
and their dependent ones We havo never
had an abler or mora zealous Pension Com-

mittee

¬

and it has labored most faithfully
to secure some tangiblo relief It has
done its full duty in calling tho Presidents
attention to the grievances of tho veterans
in tho maladministration of the Pension
Bureau since tho present Commissioner
took charge As to the lack of result so
far wo are all familiar Tho Committee is
sanguine that tho bill which they prepared
and which is now before Congress will cure
many of the ovils and compel tho Com-

missioner
¬

to do his duty AVhile wo wish
we could feel tho confidence of the Commit-

tee
¬

wo have strong misgivings that it will
not prove effectual There are nono so
blind as those who will not see and we
havo little hope that any additions of words
to the laws will make them any clearer to a
Commissioner who is determined tosee only
doubts difficulties and obscurities To
far abler men than even Mr Evans thinks
himself the act of June 27 1890 was ex
ceedingly lucid and unmistakable Never
was a Congressional act more so Never
was a more thorough and painstaking piece
of legislation put upon tho United States
statute books For 10 years it had been
under the most exhaustive discussion
Every word every clause in it had been
goc over thousands of times painstaking
ly and thoroughly by the ablest men in the
eomtry The vcteraus had discussed it in
the Post rooms at Reunions in Depart¬

ment and National Encampment in the
press and at political gatherings Tlu
GAR National Pension Committee had
had it under consideration for nearly 10
years It went to Congress and for eight
sessions it was constantly before both
bodies The Pension Committees of the
Senate and House studied it in committee
rooms and made frequent and exhaustive
reports upon it and then it was discussed
on the floor of both Houses in four Con-

gresses
¬

Eacli House repeatedly passed
it and once they both passed it in one
session and it went to President Cleveland
who discussed it in a message in which
he said it meant just what we now claim it
means and vetoed it for that reason Again
Congress repassed it and President Ben
jamin Harrison recognized to day as the
very foremost lawyer among English- -

speaking peoples signed it and ordered
its execution according to its clear intent
and purport which interpretation wo de¬

mand shall be restored Two Congresses
one of them Democratic gave this inter-

pretation
¬

sanction by voting tho money to
carry it out When Mr Cleveland came in
again with his openly proclaimed hos-

tility
¬

to all pensions his legal myrmidons
set about inventing doubts and obscuri-
ties

¬

to defeat the execution of the law and
these Mr Evans has inherited and in-

tensified
¬

Now with all these facts in mind can
any one hope that a law can bo passed in
which Mr Evans will not find insucrable
doubts and difficulties in the way of doing
his duty If he can find these in a law
so well considered as that of June 27 1800
will he fail to find them in any law that can
lie offered him We find a conclusive an
swer to this in his treatment of the act of
March G 189C passed to restrain the Com
missioner of Pensions from cutting off

claimants from arrears by quibbles Mr
Evans treats this as an absolute dead letter
his pretext being that it was passed at the
instance of tho pension attorneys a state-
ment absolutely untrue The pension
attorneys have no pecuniary interest in a
claimants getting arrears Their fee is
the same whether he docs or not Mr
Evans is a law unto himself and simply
ignores any law or part of law which does
not suit his purpose

There is a special danger about the Com ¬

mittees bill which seems to have been over-

looked

¬

so far In both the clauses relating
to the pensions of invalids and of widows
is the phrase such pension shall com-

mence
¬

from the date of the filingof theappli
eation in the Bureau of Pensions after the
passage of this act

A friendly Commissioner of Pensions
would undoubtedly rule that as this is an
amendment of the act of June27 1800 the
pensions should begin at the date of the
tiling of the original application But from
Mr Evanss course in the past we must
assume that if the bill passes he will rule
that new applications must be filed in both
invalids and widows cases under the art
as amended and the pensions only begin
from the date of such filing If he does
this it will operate to cut off all arrears from
every claim now on file under the act of
June 27 1890 This would save an im
mense amount to tho Treasury as great
numbers of the claims have accumulated
many years or arrears Very many of
them must go clear back tolSOO

This is a very grave matter aiwl should
bo carefully looked into by the GAR
Committee and the friends of the veterans in
the House of Representatives

IF there was areal desire to codify the
pension laws clearly intelligently aid
promptly there could be no better instru-
mentality

¬

found for this purpose than the
Board of Pension Appeals of the Interior
Department of which Col II L BruyJ
is the Chairman This Board is made
up of thoroughly skilled lawyers many of
them veterans and some of whom have sat
upon tho leneh with entire credit liefure
their appointment to the Boaid They
have all been earnestly rludytug the pen ¬

sion laws for years and tire beyond question
much lietter informed on the subject than
any other body of men to be found in the
United States They not only know tho
law accurately but aro familiar with the
practico of it by the Pension Bureau They
would do the work in a few weeks at little
or no extra cost to tho Government they
would do it better than tiny Commission
will do it and their doing it would save the
Treasury the SoOOOQ a year for an in ¬

definite period which the commission will
cost

Commander-in-Chie- f alhert l
SHAW and the GAR National Pension
Committee will meet in Washington Jan
23
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THE NEW DEVICE
Since tho exposure in the National En-

campment
¬

of the outrageous catechism
under oath of veterans widows a new de
vico has been adopted Thero has lately been
inserted in tho printed forms of quarterly
pension vouchers for widow pensioncs a
printed clause requiring thera to swear

that they have not violated any of the laws
of tho United States Now this is very
cute in the Commissioner as the only law
of the United States that could by any
possibility affect tho widows right to pen-

sion
¬

in tho absence of remarriage is the
act of Aug 7 1SS2 which provides that
open and notorious adulterous cohabita-

tion
¬

of a widow pensioner shall operate to
terminate her pension Tiiis is virtually
putting tho question in an indirect way
and if widow pensioners are required to
answer it and swear to it four times a year
or oftener if tho Commissioner gets suspici
ous it would bo strange if special examina- -

crs were not instructed to propound tho
question in their investigations and perhaps
look up evidence on that point

This liko tho clauso with regard to
vicious habits in the second section of the
Act of June 27 1890 is a distinct perversion
of the spirit of tho law Tho law intends
that no man or woman of openly disreput
ablo lives shall receivo a pension but it is
tortured from its obvious purport to make
an obnoxious inquisition into the private
lives of claimants and ixinsioncrs to discover
some prcxtcxt for denying them pensions
and tho worst of it is that they are not
allowed to rebut any anonymous slander
against them

Wc have seen a humorous reply from an
honored and venerable Chaplain 70 years old
who applied for a pension on account of age
but was required to prove that his disability
was not the result of virions habits The
old gentleman replied that his disability had
been coming ol him ever since ho was born
and nothing that he had ever been able to
do had any effect in staying its progress

iit them all go
So far as any practical results would

follow the Government might as well let
all the men who arc so dead anxious to get
into tho South African war on ono side or
tho other have free exit from the country
Not ono in 100 of that class of men has any
value as a soldier He gets tired before he
has been a month in camp and begins
lookingaround for a soft place or else
deserts War is awfully serious hard cirty
repugnant business and is only carried on
by men who aro desperately in earnest
and havo the strongest possible motives
love of country patriotic fire thirst for
fame reputation etc to nerve them up
to jKjrsist to the bitter end The hurrah
boy usually goes to the rear about as
rapidly as ho does to the front and leaves
the grim determined men who did not
want to get into the war but now that they
arc in are going to fight it through to do
tho real work If every man in this coun-

try
¬

who expresses a desire to go to South
Africa and fight were taken at his word
and sent thither within a month at least
75 percent of them would be kicking about
their ratio grumbling at their officers
and their hardships and pestering the State
Department to get them out of the British
or Boer ranks Part of the remaining 25
per cent would be eagerly hunting the soft
snaps about tho army or doing clerical
and other duty in the rear How many
of tho adventurers who rushed to this
country from Europe at tho beginning of
the rebellion proved to be even respectable
soldiers Ono of the funniest illustrations
of this idea was furnished by the Baltimore
touglis who were so eager for war that they
could not wait for tho regular fighting to
begin but attacked tho 0th Mass in its
passage through the city Many of them
immediately struck out for Richmond but
instead of going into regiments at the
front they filled all the bomb proof por-
tions

¬

in the city much to the disgust of the
Virginians who wanted the safe places for

themselves There was a version of a
relel song which was quite popular in
Richmond
We can not meet tho Northern foe

O Maryland my Maryland
Wc might get killed or hurt you know

O Maryland my Maryland
So we will keep far in the rear and blow

For Maryland my Maryland

A NATIONAL MIIITAKY HO Mil
The Sons of Veterans have decided to

found a National Military College as their
memorial to the soldiers and sailors of the
war of the rebellion and the brethren are
actively at work soliciting subscriptions for
this purpose It Is a most creditable en-

terprise
¬

and deserves the liberal support
of the loyal people of the country

A proposition has been made and is
being favorably considered to locate such
college at Washington on the grounds of
the American University This it is felt
would greatly simplify and promote the
enterprise Tho Trustees of tho Uni ¬

versity would donate the site and the stu ¬

dents of the college would have the benefit
of the instruction to bo obtained in the
other colleges of tho University Those
who wanted lo study engineering for
example could attend tho engineering
courses thoe who wanted to study medi
cine the medical college and so on

Hon Robert Lincoln has offered in case
the college is so located to embellish the
grounds with a lino bronze bust of his
father Bishop McCabo will present tho
matter to the next meeting of tho Soils
of Veterans Cornmandery-in-Chie- f

THERE is naturally a goo I deal of
eager curiosity to know who has been
picked out for tho five rich juicy plums on
tho Pension Codification Commission
where the salary will bo S1000 a year
with little to do but enjoy the pleasures of
Washington society

THE Pension laws of the United States
are relatively few in number and not one of
them is at all long or intricate On the
other hand they aro very brief and ex-

plicit
¬

All of them passed sinco the founda-
tion

¬

of tho Government only mako a mod-
erate

¬

sized pamphlet of 100 pages of large
clear lyric It is going to bo hard work for
five men to stretch out this meager material
into many years of consideration but when
men get 000 a year they can makoa
little job last a long time

- aJ 3

K3 Veteran
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Entrance Into the Stockade at Asdcrsonvlile

When Shorty started to get out of tho car
ho looked around for his sugar trough but
it waa gone

Some smart Aleck has stolo my hat our
dough bowl wash-basin and stool all at
ono lick ho said Got away with it while
I wns asleep Durn a thief anyway But
let him have it for awhile Ho cant hide
it and 11 just carry it for me till 1 want it
when Ill tako it away from him I need
my hands free for nivhile anyway I may
see something else that I want worson the
sugar trough

When they were gathered on tho ground
by tho side of the track Shorty saw his
trough on the head of a tall Irishman a
little ways distant and walked up to him
and said

Here thats v trough youre makin a
hat of You stolo it from mo last night

Gway wid ye said the Irishman scorn-
fully

¬

Taint nothing av tho koind
Its me own Oi picked it up back there
bevant Mariettv anve had it all the toime
Gwofi now an get a trough av ycr own
if yer want wan Dont Iks thryiir to claim
other payples property or OiIl fix up yer
oogly face fer ve so Oi will

Ill see you later about that said Shortj
walking back to his place with the other
lys who were astonished at the calmness
with which he took the barefaced robbery
But Shorty had other ideas in mind

Les move up towaril tho center of the
line said ho to Si I want to shake this
crowd at the left Im afraid they am t
honest

Si knowing that his partner had some
motive did as suggested without asking
any questions

t ant Hmoos was in a comlition oi purpie
hysteria over gr tting Ills guards arrayed
in proper shape and securing all the pris-
oners

¬

for whom he was accountable Ills
company was in poor condition for early
monnntr utv 1 be sliocK ncnueu uoys
were mostly asleep on the tors of tho ears
and it was tho sleep of youthful stupidity
which little short of an earthquake could
break Tho old men were coughing
sneezing rubbing their aching bones and
luting uptheir voices in quavering laments

Fer the JjtiwtlH sake men do waKe up
an git down an make a string around the
kyahs pleaded Capt Smoots his unavail-
ing

¬

anger at length breaking down into
whining anxiety Jit down quick You
mustnt let one o tiicso nyati lariKs gu
away Deed you mustn t tie u go
ragin and raveniu over the country lik
a plum wild hyena from a circus hurnin
nouses and steaun ciuckciis aim iiiggens
and bosses an abusin women and de
stroyin thcoountry Dontlet onoof them
git away notnoroh you would a lynx
Git down men for your lives

His framo oT mind was not improved dv
the admonitions yelled at him from Col
rate who Haying ilrunK up an tne winsKy
to 1 found tliU night ljefore was now in a
corresponding temper

Sile Smooth you Coweta County buffa
lo he yelled what air yo doin tliar witn
that Constables poeo that yo call a com ¬

pany Air yij holdin a vandoo or gwine
ier work tho riadsGit that thar company
o vourn inter some sort o line even if yo
have ter baekiicnilco agin a rail fence ter
do hit An do hitwoutv nuick too We
cant wait forever on them spavined olo
steers ter git tho rheumatism out o their
jints iiustio around tiiar nveiy i ten

- E
Tiiiil rate snoiiei ouck ineex jtisiice

yo jst keep yo mouth shot an tend ter
yo business an Ill tend ter mine Yo
iloit knowtio nyvro about military nor I do
vo ole niggoh-tnider-- if yo wuz at the
ilrin on FortSumter Yo look out fer
them other companies Theyre wuss
bemud nor I am Ill have mine out afore
them Yo cant cuss me around as if 1

wuz yo niggch I wont stand hit Im
a better born respecuiblcr man than yo
ever dared be in spito o the airs yoro
pattm on

Then the Captain turned his anger on
his own company

eor mo ijoru s saKC aiis tYiinams
lont move them snlav feet o yorn as if
they done tuck root every time yo set em
down Nat Greene dont tell mo yoro nigh
lead with the rheumatics on sichabrilin
hot dav as this Tain t in reason Pete
Willerby wake up thar Yo hant got
but one eve and dont need half as much
sleep as ary other man Move yer stumps
and gu over mar inn nawKs yo urai
otH n them iroosebcrrv eves o vorn and
shet that thar cave hole in yer face If
vo dont tho flies 11 blow yer innards
Git over thar Git over thar aforo all
these Yankees git away from yo and
j ist nacherilly ruin an malleroo tho whole
country

It required nearly an nour oi vocncration
and perspiration to get the prisoners all off
the train and fairly started toward the
prison a mile away

Si studied CTerVthing around with the
tleopast interest Hero was tho infamous
Andersonviue oi wnicn mey nau ncani
so much Tho country from Macon south
had been a dreary sandy plain growing
ess invitintr the farther they came Oc

casional shallow streams cut the plain
meandering sluggishly through wide
marches filled witli rank growtlis of cane
anil briars Whatever scanty richness
had lieen in the land had washed down
into these marshes which looked like the
natural homes of venomous snakes and all
manner of unclean things Tho timber
struck Si as the strangest of all He had
never seen hut small stretches or sucli lean
and hungry soil as now seemed of inter ¬

minable extent and these stretches were
well covered with scrub oak in the North
and with cedars in Kentucky and Tennes ¬

see and where there were no trees there
were hushes and briers But hen as far
as the eve could reach in any direction
were gigantic long leaveo pines straight
and slender as columns without a branch
or knot for id or7 feet and then termina ¬

ting in a sparse crown of scraggly limbs
The trees stool fit feet apart and in the
intervening space was nothing but a scanty
wiry grass thinly covering tho yellow
sand Thero was no ahnihliery no under¬

brush no kindly little copses as seen in
other forests no flowers or lush grass in
the op niugs No coverts or wild fruits
for birds or wild animals No nut tres
for frisking squirrels No fragrant blos-so-i- n

for tho bees No plums cherries
grapis nor lusdious lierries on plant vine
or shrill The sturtted ragged tops or
the tall trees gave no more shade than a
hayrick the parched sterile sand as little
nutriment for succulent herbage as a spent
ash heap Miserable and shiftless as had
seemed the farms aiid farmers in Ken ¬

tucky and Termawes they were thirf ty and
comfortable compared to thcsqiialid shacks
the starved fields- tho hunger smitten
shambling men and women and mangy
animals of tho Georgia pinebarrons Tho
m jii in the mountains were tho despondants
of parents who had at least energy and
ability enough to fight Indians anil hunt
wild lwasts Tho south Georgia crackers
were the progeny of the pauiiers and out¬

casts transported from England and
then driven oT tho plantations when it was
found that tho negroes were more valuable
field workers They had squatted any¬

where and everywhere and brought fortli
their kind liko tho beasts of the field hut
lacked the enterprise of the wolves and
the foxes to migrate whither they could
mako a better living

An extensive clearing had been made
around tho ramshackle little station at
Andersonville on tho railroad built to
connect tho jiroductivo north Georgia
country with navigablo water in Appalach
icola Bay Part of tho trees had lieen
used to build sheds and cabins around the
station for tho supplies for the guards and
prisoners and quarters for tho officers
If anything were drearier than the endless
stretch of widely separated bare trtmked
trees it was that of the mangled stumps
where trees had once been

- - i

A creek with a swamp on cither side
crossed tho railroad near the station and
flowed eastward Along this were the
camps of the thousands of tho Georgia
Reserves who were guarding the prison
They had somo white tents which gleamed
hotly in the morning sun but most of them
were sheltered under rude shacks construct-
ed

¬

with tholeastpossiblelabor and skill from
branches of the pino trees Many too
lnzy to build oven these simply lay around
the roots of tho pine trees On the crest of
tho rising ground to tho left as they facet
tho prison were interminable rows of little
yellow mounds

Thats tho Yankee buryin ground
wheezed nsthmatic Eph Perkins who had
been thero before with prisoners as he
noticed tho direction of Sis gaze Theyre
plantin tho Yanks powerful fast out tiiar
Morcn a thousand a day Ive hearn tell

Si shuddered and turned his eyes on the
great forts which crowned the Mopes rising
on either side from the creek and the breast-
work

¬

facing from him which connected

YoosTLirzE you Tamt Reserfe Officers snarled wirz
them Beyond thi3 rose a high stockade
of squared pine logs deeply plaiHl in the
ground At intervals around the top were
little perches in which stood men with
guns guarding tho walls overlooking tho
interior of the prison

Is that the awful place weve heard so
much about Si asked Shorty It cant
be so very terrible if its uothin worse than
Iavin outdoors in sich weather as this
Theyll certainly give us enough to eat
and were used tolayin outdoors

0 they cant keep usthTelong Shorty
answered confidently Theres some way
o beatin these scarecrow guards who
haint as much senso as nine-days-o-

puppies Even if wo dont Old Billyll
take Atlanty lieforc the moon changes and
come down through this country like a
hurricane When he once gits them fel-

lers
¬

out o the mountains hell run the
stuflin out o them through these pine
openins It cant bo near no bad in there
as represented At worst its only layin
outdoors which haint killiu in this kind
o weather

I dontknow about that said Si as thej
marched nlong Great Got look there
will you

A four mule team came lumlwring slowly
along drawing a wagon Med to its utmost
with stiffened corpses 1 1 all their long
experience with every conceivable phase of
the horrors of war they had never seen any ¬

thing so ghastly The nakl skinny
arms and legs which protruded from the
mass were grimed with dirt and wasted
awav to mere skeletons AH were nearly
nakedwhich made their comlition look far
more horrible Most of them had their
great toes tied together with bits of string
and their hands folded on their breasts on
which were little bits of paper containing
their names companies and regiments
Many had not even this much preparation for
me grave out were mrown inio me ivagon
jvith their limbs horribly contorted in the
last agonies of death Two or three lay
on their sides and glared with wide open
stony eyes directly at Si and Shorty

Thats the way theyre totin cm out all
the time wheezed Eph Watkins I done
reckon thevvo toted out morcn a million
of em so fur and that ere wagons kep
runnin all the time Hit hauls grub up to
them that air yit livin and hauls away
them as is dead

Great Gol they dont bury em that
way do they gasped Si

0 yes they do wheezed Eph They
done tote em up on ter the hill thar an dig

ditches an lay em in jist as you see
em in long rows longern corn rows

Theyvo done got a right smart sized farm
kivvcred with cm already an hits grow
in bigger ovcrv day A right smart
heap air dyin all the time

And you rebels call yourselves Chris-
tians

¬

said Si bitterly
I reckon weuns haint got uothin ter

do with hit snufllcd Eph No moren
weuns had ter do with bringin on the
war The war jist come of hitself The
rich foks done brtuig hit on if anybody
an po folks have ter stand hit as lest they
kin

Why dont you mako your rich folks
stop the war Si asked angrily You
kin do it if you want to started it
and they kin stop it whenever they
mako up their minds to quit lightin am
olxV the laws same as the rest of us

I tell yo wo po folks haint got uothin
ter do with hit in no shapo nor manner
piped Eph When rich folks makes up
their minds ter anything the bst thing
fer po folks is ter stand and mind
what they tells em Them as minds best
has least trouble

I wouldnt live in a country where
rust lCCUiso a mans got somo money or
land or niggers he kin do just as he pleases
saidSi llaiiityoufreoaiid independent
and got just as many rights as they have

They done tell us something like that
on Fourth o July wheezed Eph but Im
agwine on GO year old an Ive never seed
no rights that a po man had but ter be
homed grown up marry have a passel o
young ones die and have six feet o clay
shoveled on em I dont snoso po folkstl
lie allowed graves if rich folks wanted cm
fer sonythiu else

Whats this eomin here asked Shorty
as they approached the great fort on the
south side in which was Capt Wirzs
head quarters

With painfully halting steps for they
were chained together at neek and feet
came a gang of about 25 men all ragged
thin to emaciation and many of them
nearly dropping from weakness and fa-
tigue

¬

On either side of tho gang marched
a reliel guard with musket and fixed
bayonet and who urged them along with
almso and curses

Thems fellers as tried ter run away an
got cotched Eph explained The ole
Dutch Captain mostly kills em when he
cotches em runnin away but somo he
stives alive an puts on the chain gang as a
warnin ter tho others

Si Klegg Shorty wailed a thin
weak voice from the middle of the gang
They looked startled in that direction but
could see no one they could remember to
havo ever seen beforo

Here I am continued the voico Its
mo Zcke Pritchard Dont you know me
boys he continued pitifully

Why Zoke is it possible thats you
gasped Si in astonishment as tho memory
came back of tho stalwart youth of their
company and one of its best soldiors whom
they had last seen as they started on the
fateful rush for the rebel colors at Chicka

This was only a sad wreck of
that splendid piece of manhood

Yes its whats left of me boys called
out Zeke as tho squad hobbled on Look
out for yourselves boys Its hell inside
thero -

If it haint hell outside there with him
said Shorty looking after him with shock-
ed

¬

eyes I dont know what thoword means
Poor Zeke Never a better soldier breathed
than him

By this time the prisoners had reached
tho vicinity of tho fort on the south side
whore AVirz had his headquarters Thoy
wero halted there and Col Tate was to
turn them over to tho commandant of the
prison

An undersized man dressed in white
duck and wearing a gray military cap

- t

came out of the sally port of the fort with a
blank book in his hands He had scanty
black whiskers around his rat like face
and sharp fcrret liko eyes A iwrpetual
scowl wrinkled his narrow low forehead
In a holster hanging to the Lelt around
his waist was a preposterously large re-
volver

¬

with a cylinder containing 10
chamljers and beside a second barrel with
the bore of a musket under the main barrel
He salute the Colonel with a j rky im-

patient
¬

motion and said in a harsh rasp ¬

ing voice
Veil Gurnel you kot ofer here at lasd

I doiiglit yo nefer vas coming I haf iieen
vniting for you all do mornings Vhat
made you so lade

I como as soons 1 could get the pris ¬

oners off the train answered Col Tate
surlily My men wuz tired and sleepy
from their all nights ride and wuznt as
spry is they moutve bin

Dose tamt Ocorchy Rcserfes sneered
the Captain Dey aint a soldiers vorth
de gorn meal dey cat in dcir rations cfen

Capt

long

They

around

mauga

if you koot ket de gorn meal for nuttings
Dey plague de life out off me Unt deir
ofticers am t a tamt pit letter Dey all
ought to IK- - blowed avay togedder

Capt Wire said Col Tate angrilv
you shut up you infernal Dutch fool

I won take none o vcr slack Im a
blamed sight better man than you ever
dared to iai and my men air licttern ary
Dutchman that ever et sourcrout Shet
up now

Gurnel Date said Capt Wirz ignoring
the personal allusions how many bris- -
oners haf you kot

Between f00 and COO

Dere it iss again Petween 00 unt GOO

You dond know how many youve kot
Yoost like dese tamt militia officers Dev
gant gount unt dey tont know anything
tor certain now many did you Stan
vrom Marietta wit Ill pot youfe lost
half off dem on de roat T would bo voost
liko you Rcserfes Youd let dem jump

e dram uni sgatier outt ail oler de goun
try

Youre a liar said the Colonel hotly
Didnt nary one escape One tried to

but wuz shot down before hed got two
rols Ive got every other that I started
with

I tont pelievc it Led m see the llsd
de Provo Marshal gif you Ahere iss id

the paper the Provo done give me
What did I do with it O yes I done give
hit ter Capt Smoots ter keep As he had
to bring up tho rar I thought ho orter
have hit that ho mout know how many
we had an ter keep track o them

Yoost liko a tamt fool Rcserfe officer
muttered Capt Wirz under his breath

Capt Smoots Capt Smoots yelled
the Colonel Capt Wirz hyah wants that
air paper which the Provo Marshal at
Marietty done givo me Bring hit up
hyah

Capt Smoots started to walk up the
line unbuttoninir his coat as he did so and
putting his hand in his breast for the pocket- -
dook in which no nau placet tne paper
A look of blank dismay spread over his
large red face

I havo bin robbed ho gasped Ive
done bin robbed of over SoOO in Confederit
money besides a lot of vallerable papers
Somo o them Yankees done stole hit
They picked my pocket while I wuz on
the kyahs

Picked yer pocket said Col Tate scorn-
fully

¬

Bright man you air How could
they pick yer pocket when yo had yer coat
buttoned up that a way an wuz wide
awake an watchin all tho time as I or
dered yo JiKciy story sail

Likely or not hits true as Im a livin
man Uhey done tuck away from me a
big calfskin wallet sich as I allers tote
my Justices papers in I had in hit
besides my papers and notes and due
bills 00 that t got from Nate Strawn for
my nigger boy Bounce beside some other
money

Yoo3t liko you tamt Rcserfe officers
snarled Capt Wirz Efery dime yo ket
near do aiikecs dey sdeal you plind
Deyd sdeal de ferry hcadts off you if deys
vass vorth sdealings vhich Gott knows
dey aind I egsbect some day d yll sdeal
a whole rechiinent Gurnel unt all unt
garry it off to de Yankee lines You say
id vass a large Ieddor bocket pook Vhell
vell vind id Dey gant hide dat vrom
me Vhich aro de men dat vxss in de gar
nit you Pint dem oud

All Yanks look alike to me said Capt
Smoots surveying the ranks with troubled
eyes I cant tell them now But I wuz
in the rar kyah tin the men at that eeud
o the lino mustve bin the ones as theyuns
got off the train last and ho pointed to the
left of the line

All righd said Capt Wirz Now
were ketting at some dings How many
were in de gar

I rayally dont know said the Captain
I declare I didnt count them

Of gourso you didnt you hindwoods
yokel Youd titnt half senso enough
to think off id an if you hat fought off id
you hatnt prains enough to gount dat
many You probably hat sixty or zeventv
in do gar Vell dako de lasd hundret to
niakesurc Vun two treeand hecounted
the trout rank up to 0 and them com-
manded

¬

Side slop to deleft Derc Halt Holt
up your bants Now garts if vun of dem
moves or trons his hunts beforel fritdroutrh
shoot him town at vunce Dont vait for
no orters ateh dem glose dat dev dontdrop nuttings todogrouut unthidcidiude
sand mit deir veet Vatch dem glose

Ho began searching the men on the
right of tho line with swift dexterity born
of long practice

There was a man in the kyah wearin
a sugar trough for a hatsaid Cant Smoots
cudgelling his memory There he is now

les unt tie looks de tiitet till ofer said
Capt Wirz pouncing upon the luckless
Irishman Gome oud of ranks Dake
off your gloze unt hant dem to me vun py
vun

The dazed Irishman did as bidden
Wirz took each garment and ran his hand
over it and threw it down on the ground
Soon tho man was stark naked under the
broiling sun but no signs of the pocket
book nor of any of tho papers it contained
had developed

There was a man in the kyah that had
a poke of meal suggested Capt Smoots
pointing to another man who had received
a similar favor to Sis Thar he is now

Capt Wirz pounced on him dragged him
out of the line emptied his bag of meal
on the ground stirred it up with his foot
and then compelled him to strip naked
with liko paucity of result

Wirz was getting to the end of his limited
patience

How pig did you say dat bocketoook
vass he asked Smoots

O quite a good sized one Big enough
ter hold writs and summonses and capi-
ases

¬

O I know Pie as a horse collar unt
yet you didnt know vhen it vass daken
nfay Veil Ill vind id Ids too pig for
aom to inuo

Ho passed rapidly and roughly through
the rest of the 100 shoving them about and
cursing them as he examined but of
course found no pocketbook Then he
went uacK to tne outers and put tliem
through the same ordeal When he came

totlte bunch overShortys heart ho tboujil
he had discovered his quest at last and
tore Shortys shirt in the eagerness with
which In jerked tho packago out Ho
unrolhd the silk handkerchief and let
Marias picture letters and piece of dress
fall on to the sand

Only tamt lofe lcttcrs said he shoving
the silk handerkchief into his own pocket
and stepping forward to search Si

As Stiorty picket up his treasures care¬

fully brushed the dust from them and re
stored them to his pocket there was mur-
der

¬

enough in his heart to have desolated
the whole Southern Corfedorrev A wicked-lo-

oking old rebel standing not 10 feet
from him with a big blunderbuss of a gun
bad a restraining influence

O tarn your olt boeket booisaid Wirz
finally 1 know deso men tlitut ket id
ldve vound id if dey hat Deyre smard
but Im smnrdcr dan dey aro unt I gan
1 oat dem efery day in de veek I jwlicf you
laid your bocket pook down some vheres
untvorgotid Anyhow Ihaf iiomoredimo
to vool apoud id Ive got tp gount dese
brsoners unt ket dem inside right afay
before anodder drain kcts in Ill gif you
a receipt for tie numlxr off prisoners you
haf delivered to me unt yoi gan seddlomit
de Provc Marshal as pest you gan I
eggsbect hell gif you somedings to think
apout datll make you vorgct apout your
ole Ijocket pook for you haf brobably lost
half vhat you started oud mit Sergeant
Smith tako des men to do no ih gate unt
distribute dem to fill up de detachments
mit

But Captain protested Smoots I
know that some o them must have my
pocket book Dont sentl them in till I
take another look

I tolt you tarn your olt bocket pook
Ive vooled afay all de dime Im Koing to
Youd petter Ie thinking apout de Provo
Marshal Dafs more as S500 to vott
ScrgeantSmitdons I orteryou

To bo continued

A LITTLE while ago we said that if the
British allowed the volunteers to handle tho
Boers they would probably have much bet-
ter

¬

success than the regulars This has
already been demonstrated Last week a
force mainly made up of 100 Canadians ard
200 Queenslanders scored the first success
thus far in capturing a Boer laager with
about 40 prisoners and much war ma-
terials

¬

Tho Colonials did not go hunting
ducks with a brass band but proved slier
than the Boers and caught them by sur-
prise

¬

AFTER all the talking the British officers
have not exposed themselves more than
American officers habitually do A very
much larger proportion of American officers
were killed and wounded in the Spanish
and Tagal wars

ONEsterling virtue of the English-speakin- g

race come3 out strongly in the South
African war The British Generals tell the
truth ever time When they aro whipped
they say so and just how badly they are
whipped Imagine with what a string of
high sounding phrases French Spanish or
Italian Generals would try to conceal tho
truth

IN spite of all Italys pretensions to prog-
ress

¬

in civilization the Mafia secret society
Isstill the governing power in tho southern
part of the kingdom It is composed of two
branches the lower which murders steals
and robs cither for its own benefit or to
carry out the orders of the society and the
higher composed of men of education
wealth and social position who do the so-

cietys
¬

work by dark intriguing It hesi-

tates
¬

at nothing to accomplish its ends
seduction and abduction of women mur-

der
¬

of men slandering their character etc
The strongest men in the Kingdom
Ministers Judges Prefects etc are con-

trolled
¬

in ono way or another Prominent
officials in Sicily are known to be members
of the Mafia which also sends its members
to the Parliament Two or threo brave and
energetic Ministers of the Interior who
have courageously attacked the Mafia
have been driven from office and ruined
in wealth and reputation Men and
women will rather incur imprisonment for
contempt of court or even perjury rather
than testify adainst tho society and thereby
lo marked for murder disgrace or loss
of property by the vengeful society

Oft in the chilly night
When slumbers chains have bound me
My wife routs me out to strike a light

And with but scanty garments round me
The cat eject
The spoons collect
The fire correct
The doors inspect
Wind up the clock
Tho baby rock
The sashes lock

And other jote shes found mo

PERSONAL

Maj J S Clark one of the gallant 8th
Ky who planted their colors on the nose
of Lookout Mountain on that memorable
November morning in 1SG3 died at Lex-
ington

¬

Ky Jan C of heart disease aged
5S Ho was brevetted for gallantry at
Lookout He was ono of tho leading
horse breeders of Kentucky and once
owned Cold Stream Farm now Walnut
Hall Farm the property of L V Harkness
New York While in the turf business he
bred Locohatchee Sunburst Jim Gore
and other great horses

Brig Gen Wm Glenny died in New
Yoik City Jan 7 aged 0 He went out in
1SG1 as a Captain in the G4th N Y and
rose to be Colonel of the regiment and a
brevet Brigadier Geneial He was severely
wounded at Fait Oaks

Diplomatic Dogs

There is no end to the complications
of tho ex territoriality idea Some time
ago we were threatened with international
complications because the family of an
attache to a foreign legation persisted in
having the washing dried on the reserva-
tion

¬

as tho grass plot in front of the
houses in Washington fs called The
aristocratic neighbors were scandalized
the police were invoked and finally after
much diplomatic pow wow ex territoriality
had to give way and the family line be
exposed to the sun and air in a more retired
place Now the question is over the licens¬

ing tagging and muzzling of dogs The
rabies scare in Washington has produced
a stringent order from tho Commissioners
that all dogs must be licensed tagged and
muzzled or else be liable to capture and
summary death by the vigilant patrols
who are abroad all tho time with dog
slaving in their hearts and entangling nets
in their Hands ut mo aumoruics on
international law havo decided that the
dogs belonging to the legations are entitled
to the same immunities as their owners
Tho S2 licenso can not bo assessed upon
them nor need they wear tags and muzzles
unless they want to But the nimble footed
young negroes employed as dog catchers
can not be expected to distinguish between a
dtplomaucdogandone beionginglo a plain
American citizen In fact tho latter is
quite likely to bo tho better looking and
more valuable dog o tne commissioners
have sent to each legation a bunch of tags
with a courteous request that they bo at¬

tached to the dogs and the animals muz
zled The British Embassy in which by
the way the scare started by Lady Paun- -
cefotes pet collio going mad has risen to
the exigency by having a wire fence in
closure in tho rear of the Embassy in which
aro kept all tho dogs belonging to the
various members without tho necessity
of tagging and muzzling


